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YGM is the official newsletter of the Merida English Language Library, Merida, Yucatan, Mexico… 

DENIS LAFOY‟S TGIF GET TOGETHER – February 6th AT LA HACH BAR. 

(Fiesta Americana Hotel @ 7 pm). 

FYI…Denis has moved his business to the following location - CALLE 60 No 457B x 51 y 53, Col. Centro 

 

MELLO Nite in January saw an amazing 207 guests!! It was almost overwhelmingé MELLO Nite 

continues to occur on the THIRD Friday of each month, with the February evening being February 19th. 

The event is open to all with a cash bar and free botanas (appetizers). Bring friends. The event starts at 

7:15 pm and ends at 10:30 pm. As always, donations of appetizers are appreciated!  

MELLO Nite siendo  el TERCER viernes de cada mes , con la reunión  de febrero  el 1 9 de febrero . El 

acontecimiento está abierto a todos con una barra de efectivo y botanas libres (aperitivos). Traer a amigos. 

Comenzamos 7:15  P.M. hasta 10:30 P.M. ¡Como siempre, agradecemos las dona ciones de aperitivos.  

2010 CHILI COOK OFF & BAZAAR …and the winners were…  

FIRST PLACE – YURY DI PASQUALE 

SECOND PLACE – JOE SCOTT 

THIRD PLACE – MONICA HERNANDEZ 

Thanks to all of the near 500 people who came out and supported this yearôs fundraising event and to all 

of our incredible cooks!!!! In spite of the rain we all seemed to be having fun again. We are still going over 

the receipts and expenditures. As soon as these are finalized we will announce the financial outcome. 

A Special Note to Our Chefséthis was the first time we tried the popular bean vote. My expectations were 

high that the bean jars would have been overflowing! It appears that the participants were unsure what to 

do with their beans even though we had volunteers at the gate who explained how the process would 

work in English and Spanish. Some of the guests left before voting, or forgot to vote. 

I keep reminding myself that this is a fun event and not to take the voting TOO seriously, but I was 

disappointed by the apparent lack of voting by some people. We need to work on this for next year!!!! 

My apologies to any who might have felt some embarrassment over the fact that their jars werenôt 

overflowing, despite the excellent qualities of all of the chilis!!!!!!! 

 



I hope you will participate again next year!  

MELL HOUSE AND GARDEN TOURS - WEDNESDAYS @ 10 a.m. 

Keith Heitke has begun conducting our very popular tours of local homes which have been restored or 

renovated. Houses vary from week to week depending on availability. NO reservations are ever required. 

The tours start from MELL at 9:45 a.m. and run for about two hours, ending at Casa Catherwood on Calle 

59 near Parque Santiago. Cost of the tours, with some proceeds to MELL, are still at last yearôs priceé200 

pesos per person. Cash only please!! 

Edge Effects – The Border-Name Places with Robert Temple – Tuesday, February 9 

@ 7 p.m. 

Thereôs something fascinating about border towns.  Who hasnôt crossed the line into another state to buy 

fireworks, gamble, or even to get married?  Here are border towns with names as unique as the places 
themselves, names that bridge the boundaries. 

Robert D. Temple brings you a quirky, fascinating, and wholly entertaining look at more than eighty 

North American border towns in Edge Effects.  With an adventurerôs heart and a historianôs keen eye, 

Temple explores life on the edge and how these places have made their place in history.  Thereôs big-city 

Mexicali and empty-quarter Idavada, idyllic Vir-Mar Beach and whiskey-soaked Mondak.  Then thereôs 
prairie-bleak Alsask, mountain-high Wyocolo, and palmy Florala.  And who could forget Texarkana? 

Along with finding these towns in the first place comes adventure in exploring them, by highway, four-

wheel-drive, boots, and kayak, and in encountering memorable locals: historians, farmers, waitresses, 

cops, forest rangers, railroaders, and neôer-do-wells.  But even more, these places lead us to investigate 

concepts of borders, boundaries, frontiers, margins, and marginality, as well as survey lines, battle lines, 
picket lines, and color lines.  

Edge Effects brilliantly examines how frontiers enrich cultures and boundaries define them.  But more 

importantly, it reveals how edges shape local historyðand our lives.  

The Red Queen of Palenque with Lennie Martin – Saturday, February 13 @ 11 a.m. 

In 1994 a team of Mexican archeologists discovered the second richest Maya tomb.  

This burial of a woman in Temple XIII was adjacent to the Temple of the Inscriptions, 

where the spectacular tomb of Hanab (Jaanab) Pakal, Palenqueôs most famous ruler 

was excavated in 1952.  Called ñThe Red Queenò because her skeleton and 

sarcophagus were impregnated with cinnabar, her identity has mystified researchers:  

Was she Pakalôs grandmother, mother, wife or daughter-in-law?  Author and Maya 

researcher Lennie Martin discusses this fascinating ancient Maya queen and the 

evidence about her identity. 

 

Leonide (Lennie) Martin, DrPH, Emeritus Professor California State University, teaches and writes about 

the history, culture and cosmovision of the Maya.  She trained as a Maya Fire Woman, is a Solar Initiate, 

and works with traditional elders.  Author of many professional books, she wrote Dreaming the Maya Fifth 

Sun: A Novel of Maya Wisdom and the 2012 Shift in Consciousness,  Infinity Pub., 2006, a story of Maya 

calendar knowledge, mysticism and prophecy and their relevance for our planet today. 

 

 



Calakmul with Kai Delvendahl – Tuesday, February 16th @ 7 p.m. 

Kai has agreed to do a one night talk on Calakmul, similar to what he did earlier, but compressing it into 

one session. If your name is not already on the waiting list from last time, call in 924-8401 to inquire 

about space. 

HAITIAN RELIEF FUNDRAISER – Sunday, February 21,@ 6 p.m.  CASA CATHERWOOD  

Our own Serge Lafontant and Julie Hoover were in Haiti just before the earthquake devastated Port au 

Prince. They were fortunate to be spared, but saw firsthand the devastation of Sergeôs homeland. Join us 
for a talk by Serge and Julie. This weekôs Diario had a story about the fundraiser. 

A donation of 200 pesos for the Red Cross is appreciated. RSVP Casa Catherwood or call us at MELL. 

Working with two organizations, Louis Nevaer managed to get a small allotment of artisanal handiwork from Haiti for 

/ŀǘƘŜǊǿƻƻŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƭŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ Iŀƛǘƛŀƴ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ WǳƭƛŜ IƻƻǾŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊƎŜ 

[ŀŦƻƴǘŀƴŀǘΩǎ ǇǊesentation later this month.  They also managed to get a few copies of ARTISANS OF HAITI (if you look at 

!ƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎύΦ  

The works consists of Steel Drum art, carved river stone and beaded necklaces.  The pieces are all reasonable, from $100 

pesos to $1,200 pesos.  All the proceeds will benefit the artisan cooperatives that are trying to rebuild after the 

earthquake.  The only way to help them, of course, is to generate demand for their products.  This will be the first export 

ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴŀƭ ŎǊŀŦǘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ aŜȄƛŎƻΦ  άIŀƛǘƛ ƛƴ aŜǊƛŘŀέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ 

and sale of these handicrafts at Catherwood the week of February 21-February 28. 

 “Marching to a Different Drummer” - with Charlotte Self ï February 27 @ 11 a.m. 

Charlotte will describe her life as a child in Nazi Germany and as a teenager in Hitlerôs War.  

Her family lived in a small town in Northern Germany, where her mother was a physician in private 

practice and as a dedicated Social Democrat also one of the most active members of the Resistance in the 

area.  

After Nov.9th, 1938, ñCrystal Nightò, the Horror-Pogrom against the Jews, when she was 12 years old, she 

became her motherôs partner and confidant. While outwardly leading the life of a ñNormal Teenagerò, she 

became a Courier for the Underground and helped her mother take care of patients and refugees in 

hiding. This is the story of her Double Life.  

US POETS IN MEXICO – January 5 thru 9 

Thanks to the many poets who offered us their poetry, even though our Merida weather did not seem to 

co-operate. Several of the poets were kind enough to donate copies of their works. Those who attended 

heard some very excellent poetry, in English, Spanish, and Mayan. Thanks to Sheila Lanham for 
organizing this now annual event in Merida. 

Felipe Carrillo Puerto: the Man and the Legend with George Ashley – January 9th 

All over the Yucatan Peninsula you can see references to Felipe Carrillo Puerto, the revolutionary governor 

of Yucatan who was murdered in 1924. A record 85 + people turned out to hear Georgeôs talk on Felipe! 

Many thanks to George for his annual contribution to the enlightenment of our members and the 

community!!!! NO thanks to the inclement weather. A job well done, George, under those circumstancesé. 

 



The Virgin of Guadalupe with Phyllis Passariello – January 19th. 

Forty people turned out to hear Phyllisô most interesting talk about the origin of the Virgin of Guadalupe in 

Mexico and other countries around the world. Her slides comparing the Virgin to other Virgins around the 

world and to other female deities were quite incredible. All who attended had a much more expanded view 

of the Mexican Virgin as a result of her talk and presentation.  

Thanks to our anonymous donor  for the new projection screen, valued at 2500 pesos! It 

worked very well outside on this beautiful Merida night!  

NEW BOOKS WORTH NOTING FROM OUR MEMBERS 

10 Short Stories You Must Read This Year 

Honolulu (Brenner) Fic 

While My Sister Sleeps (Delinsky) Fic 

Come Thou Tortoise (Grant) Fic 

The Pawn (James) Fic 

Assegai (Smith) Fic 

Rough Weather (Parker) Fic 

Cold River (Neggers) Fic 

I Am Not Sidney Poitier (Everett) Fic 

A Soldier First (Hiller) Biog 

U is For Underdog (Grafton) Fic 

Legal Limit (Clark ( Fic 

Blood Sins (Hooper) Fic 

Second Opinion (Palmer) Fic 

Please check out Amazon.Com. Enter „Merida English Library” where it says to find a Wish List 

to see our list of wishes for new books. 

NEW DVD‟S 

Earth (DISNEY), Wall E, Sacred Planet (DISNEY), Forever Wild, Junior Bonner 

DONATIONS THIS MONTH 

Anne Waldman, Jennifer Perrine, Alvaro Martinez, Tom Kuhn, Manfred Msker, Will, Larimer, Francine 

Rousseau, Ken Scott, Harriet Riggs, Giovanna Marchant, Agnes Barton, Harold McNanemy, David Biery, 

Steve Davis & Merle Graham, Jim and Marianne Kehoe, Ellen Morgan, Andrea Schumann, Monique 

LeClerc, Ward Gross, Joan Coleman, Patricia Mathiesen, Lori Kelly, Kevin Donegan, Conner Gory, Bob 

Temple, Susan Carson 

Thanks to all of you! We cannot grow without you!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 



DO YOU KNOW OF ANY MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT RECEIVING YGM ON A REGULAR BASIS? If so, 

we may not have their correct email address. Please have them call us if they are not getting 

YGM Monthly! 924-8401 

FEBRUARY 2010 CALENDAR 

EVERY MONDAY NIGHT – Conversaciones Con Amigos - @ 7 p.m. 

February 5 – NAFTA NITE AT LA HACH 

February 9 – Bob Temple – Edge Effects @ 7 p.m. 

February 16 -  Kai Delvendahl, author of Calakmul @ 7 p.m. 

February 13 – Lennie Martin – The Red Queen of Palenque @ 11 a.m. 

February 19 – MELLO NITE @ 7:15 p.m. 

February 20 – PANEL TBA – Legal, Financial and Real Estate Info for Newcomers ( an update of 

last year‟s panel discussion with Fernando Castillo). 

February 21 – Haitian Relief Fundraiser at Casa Catherwood 6 p.m. 

February 27 – Charlotte Self – Marching to a Different Drummer @ 11 a.m. 

 

BOOK CLUB READINGS FOR FEBRUARY THRU MAY 

11. Feb.  The Shack by William P. Young         Mary 

11. March  Mutant Message from Down Under by Marlo Morgan Laura 

8. April  Peregrina by Alma Reed         Mary 

13 May  The Gathering by Anne Enright       Lorcan 

  

 Copies of The Shack are available at the library. Mutant Message is on the wish list, so if anyone 

could bring it that would be great. Peregrina is available in the library, although only one copy. The Gathering 

is also on the wish list. 

YGM ADVERTISING RATES 

Have an event or service you want to advertise? Why not submit it in the next YGM newsletter? 

¼ page 100 pesos (max. 5 x 4 inches)   ½ page 200 pesos (max. 5 x 8 inches) 

Full page 400 pesos (max 8.5 x 11 inches) 

You must send in copy ready advertisements! The deadline is the 25th of each month. 

We will continue to LIST your event in the monthly YGM Calendar. Only if you want an ad of the type described above 

do you need to pay. Thanks for your understanding. YGM is sent out to over 600 members per month.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EVOLUTION DENTAL CARE - Dr. Ernesto Gomez 

Av. Colon #201 x 24 y 26 Garcia Gineres, Merida, Yucatan 

FLUENT in English, Spanish and Basic French 

It is becoming harder to have dental care in the US and Canada. Due to the high costs of 

procedures many people have headed south to find a dentist who offers lower prices with the 

same high quality and care. You can take a two week vacation and take care of your dental 

work and still end up saving money. 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

DDS Fred Niedner 2000 – 2001 

DDS Gary Green 2001 – 2002 

DDS Aronda Jones 2002 – 2008 (Lieut. Col. US Air Force) 

Experience with patients with cancer, diabetes and special needs. 

EDUCATION 

Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana  México City 

Progressive Orthodontics  Las Vegas, Chicago and Los Angeles 

Orthopedic Appliances   Buffalo 

Art of Cosmetic Dentistry  Orange County, California 

 

Evolution Dental Care provides all of the services that you need to keep your teeth healthy and beautiful, offering a 

range of procedures. Dr. Gomez‟ mission is to provide excellent service and to make your treatment as stress free as 

possible. Video conference in case you have a question or doubt about your dental/tourist trip. 

Email dentalcaregmz@yahoo.com.mx or call 999 240 9946. If you call from the United States 

dial 01152 and then the phone number with the area code. 

Come and enjoy free cultural activities during your visit to the city of Merida (The White City). It is also known to be 

the safest city in Mexico! You can also visit one of the seven new wonders of the modern world – CHICHEN ITZA, go 

snorkeling or just take a walk along the famous Paseo Montejo. Merida is located 20 minutes from Puerto Progreso 

beach. www.mexicoguru.com/mexicolistings.php 

FACEBOOK – Evolution Dental Care 

 

 

mailto:dentalcaregmz@yahoo.com.mx
http://www.mexicoguru.com/mexicolistings.php


 

 


